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_ BRITISH FISHERY | 


Recommended to 


SHEWING 


The great Importance of it, to the Tan 
and NAvieAriox of this Kingdom: 


| What has been formerly. done, and what 
is ſtill wanting for its Encourageryent : . 


Why it has hitherto miſcatry d, and how we 
may ſucceed in it 5 all * Na- 
en = 5 


With an Exact Ma! p/ of the Coalts. * TE 
Britain; in which, all the Fiſhing Stations, 
and thoſe Parts where the Dutch Fleets fim 
for an are deſcribꝰd. 2 
"= — . th ons Oar, = 
How #0 daſh wide the Billow ; nor Loot on. 
| _ Shamefully paſſroe,. while Baravian Flat:? 

* _ Defraud us of the glittering Finny Swarms, 3 
That beavt our Friths, and croud upon our Shores Re 
Nom all-enlivening Trade to rouſe, and wing. | 
The pro abr Sail from every growing ert, „„ 
= . Unchalleng'd, round the Sea-incircled Globe; 8 
aue in Soul united at in Name, 5 8 1 
_ Bid Brirain * the OY of the Deer. 
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Britiſh FIS HAN 
Recommended to 


PARLIAMENT 


Coutitry, to do what he can 
to improve its Wealth and 
Power; I ſhall make no 
agblagy for this Attempt, torecommend 


what I am perfuaded would greatly 
conduce to both. 


almoſt every one is ſenſible of the pub- 


and extending the Fiſheries on our own 
Coaſts, which all true Britiſ Subjects 


It ſeems very ſarprifing, that tho 


lick and private Benefit of promoting : 


wiſh to ſee undertaken; yet in ſo many 
Ages, few have beer 9 who have 
bad Virtue enough to attempt, and none i 

have 


2 
8 every Man owes it to his Introduck on. 1 
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(2) 
have had Reſolution or Patience to 
accompliſh this Undertaking, tho of 
o great Advantage to the Nation. It 
is no leſs ſurpriſing, that in the preſent 
Age, ſo many aim at the Title of a 
Patriot, and yet neglect what would 
make them deſerve that Name. Each 9 | 
Party in its Turn has equally pretended |# 
to have the publick Good in View, and 
to ſtudy the true Intereſt of the Na- 
tion; yet where has been that Emula- 
tion in Deeds tending to procure it ? 
There is more Merit in one ſingle Act, 
than in a Volume of Speeches to that 
purpoſe: Acts of Adminiſtration may 
be eaſily found fault with, or gloſs d 
over with the ſpecious Pretences of the 
publick Welfare. But when either 
Party really rectifies an Abuſe, which 
is generally complain d of, or promotes 
any thing which all agree is for the pub- 
lick Good; ſuch Actions can admit of 
no other Conſtruction, than that they 
ariſe from that true Spirit of Patrio- 
tiſm, which otherwiſe all Sides ground- 
leflly lay claim to. A Phyfician wou d | 
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43 
very ill deſerve that Character, wbo 
ſhould only obſerve and deſcribe the 
Diſtemper of his Patient, without ap- 
plying proper Remedies; and all his 
Rhetorick would ayail but little to gain 
him a Reputation, if he did not endea- 
your to cure. | 

It's well known, that we are in a 
bad way as to many Branches of Trade, 
which changes its Circumſtances and 
Situation in the Courſe of Time; but 
when one Article decays, and cannot 
be maintained, it ought to be ſupply'd 
by promoting of ſome other; ſuch as 
the Times, Situation and Product of the 
Country will better allow : This has 
given Occaſion for the preſent Enquiry 
into our Fiſheries; which, when apply'd 
to, and improy'd to the Degree they 
are capable of, are ſufficient to ballance 
the Decay and. Loſs of ſeveral conſide- 


rable Articles of Commerce. 
The Example of the Dutch, who geeral Au- 


have long experienc d and carefully pur- 


B 2 lue 


; which ſhew | 
ſued this Branch of Commerce, muſt be the Value of 


allowed an undeniable Proof of the Va- = "EY g 
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lade and Importance of it: They call 


the Herring the great Fiſhery, and the 
Whale the ſmall Fiſhery. In their 
Edicts they ſtile the White-Herring- 
Fiſhing, The Golden Mine ; and thought 
the Diſcovery of the manner of curing 
them, an Invention of ſuch Benefit to 
their Country, that, at the publick 
Charge, they erected a Monument to 
the Memory of Milliam Backalaw, who 
firſt taught to pickle them. And they 
eſteem it of ſuch Conſequence, that not- 
wi:hſtanding abont 700 of their Fiſhing- 
Veſſels were burnt and deſtroyed by a 
French Squadron in the Year 1694 at 
Shetland, and on the Coaſt of Scotland, 
a Loſs which would have diſcourag d 
them from any leſs valuable Under- 
taking; yet they built new Buſſes of a 
large Size, and Kill continue the Trade. 
John de TWitt, Penſionary of Holland, 
in the Year 1668, reckon'd the Sub. 
jects of Holland to be 2, 400, ooo Souls; 
of which, 450,000 were computed to 
be employ'd in Fiſhing at Sea, and the 


| contequential Branches of that Trade. 
7 
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To, 
So large a Proportion as above a fifth 
part of the whole People were main- 
tained by that ſingle Article; and how 
much muſt they contribute, by their ne- 
ceſſary Conſumption, towards the Gain 
and Subſiſtence of others? _ 

Sir William Monſon, in his Naval 
Tracts, ſays, it is the beſt Buſineſs that 
ever was preſented to England, nay, to 
any State in the World that has eaſy 
Acceſs to it; and that he would not 
even except the Diſcovery of the Weſt- 
I ndies by Columbus; notwithſtanding. 
the great Profit it is of to the SpaniſÞ 
Nation, He further ſays, that it appears 
from the Cuſtom-Houſe Books of ſeve- 
ral Places in the Baltique, that there 
has been vended in one Year above 
zo, ooo Laſts of Dutch Herrings. And 
Sir John Burroughs aſſerts, that the 
Dutch receive above ten Os of 
Pounds yearly from the Produce of their 


Fiſhing ; tho I very much doubt of 
both theſe Calculations. But accord- 


ing to Sir William. T, emple's Opinion, 
the arch Fr reap more Advan- 


tage 


1 
tage from it, than the Spaniards do 
from the: Weſt-Indies, having in return 
ſor Labour, and a little Salt, et; uſed 
in the curing of the Fiſh, their Poor em- 
ploy'd; the beſt Nurſery for Mariners, 
and ſeveral Commodities of other Coun- 
tries both for Subſiſtence and Traffick. 
King Charles I. in conjunction with 
a Company of Merchants, began to make 
an Experiment of the Herring-Fiſhing, 
but was unhappily interrupted by the 
Civil Wars. It was then granted, that 
ats e Ke all Salt uſed in curing of Fiſh, all Beer, 
to the 
8 Fi- Ale, and Spitits conſumed, and neceſ- 
ſary for the Fiſhers, mould be free of 
Cuſtom and Exciſe; alſo every thing 
imported, neceſſary for the Fiſhery, was 
to be exempted from Duties, as were any 
other Goods or Commodities, being the 
Returns and Produce of Fiſh exported; 
and further, that for what Naval Stores 
might be imported by ſuch Adventurers, 
the Government ſhould offer them the 
fame Price which they give to others for 
ſuch Goods, they being always the Re- 
turns of their Fiſh — 


King 


171 
King Charles II. joined a Stock with 
ſome Merchants for carrying on the ſame 
Undertaking ; notwithſtanding ſtrong 
Sollicitations, Foreign and Domeſtick, 
and pretended Reaſons of State to the 
. contrary. It was then the Darling of 
the People, and by all ſaid to be a Glo- 
ry peculiarly reſery'd for that Monarch, 
and which would endear him to his 
F Subjects beyond any of his Predeceſſors, 
and enrich them beyond any preceding 
Age ; conſequently, would make the 
Britiſh the happieſt and moſt powerful 
of any Nation. Anno 13th of the 
lame Reign, by a Commiſſion under the 
Great Seal, dated the 22d of Augn/?, 
the Duke of 7ork and others were con- 
ſtituted a Council of the Royal Fiſhery 
of Great-Britain; wherein the King 
| declard, that he and his Succeſſors 
would for eyer be ProteQors of it : And 
it was then ordained, that all Taverns, 
Coffee, and Ale-Houſes, Inns, Victu- 
allers and the like, ſhould take two, 
three, or more Barrels of Her:i ings at 
XF thirty * per Barrel (tho' Money 
= - Was 
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was then of greater Value than at fre: 


ſent) with many other uſeful Regula 
tions: And in the Preamble, it fays, 
that the publick Honour, Wealth and 
Safety of this Realm, as well in the 
Maintenance and Support of Naviga- 
tion, as in many other reſpects, doth, 
in a high degree, depend upon the Im- 
provement and Encouragement of the 
Fiſhery. Again, Anno 29, by Letters 
Patent, dated the 25% of September, 
James, Duke of Tork, and others, and 
ſuch as thereaſter ſnould be admitted 
into their Society, were conſtituted and 
incorporated into a Company, to have 
perpetual Succeſſion, &c. Amongſt o- 
ther Things, there was then granted to 


that Company, the yearly Sum of twen- 


ty Pound for each Doggar they had, 
and which, within ſeven Years, they 
ſhould build in England, or any other 
of the King's Dominions, to be paid 
quarterly out of the Cuſtoms of the 
Port of London without further War- 


rant ; together with all the Privileges of 


the City of London, as fully and freely 


ay 


r 
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is any Company of Merchants does or 
may enjoy by Letters Patent or Char- 
ter: That all Admirals, Generals, Cuſ- 
tom. Houſe Officers, c. and all his 
MNajeſtys good Subjects, be in all things 
aiding and aſſiſting to the ſaid Com- 
8 pany, their Agents, Factors, and Se- 
vants, in the Execution and Enjoyment 
of the Premiſſes by Land or Sea, when 
thereto defir'd; alſo Liberty was given 
do erect Store-Houſes, Wharfs, c. on 
any Common or Waſt- Ground belong- 
ing to the King, without paying any 
Rent or Duty for the fame. This Com- 
Ei | pany proſpered very Mell at the begin- 
ning, and would certainly have ſoon 
come to a thorough Eſtabliſhment and 
Perfection: But ſome Fatalities in that 
Reign, and the Dutch perceiving their 
great Danger of being riyalld in the 
moſt beneficial Article of Commerce, 
made them make uſe of ſome weighty 
Arguments, ##***** His Majeſty was 
at laſt preyail'd upon to withdraw his 
Money from the Fund, which ſo diſ- 
g > courag d 
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courag d the Merchants, that they like- 
wiſe divided and gave it up at that time. 

I ſhall not trouble my Reader to par- 
ticulariſe the many other Encourage- 
ments for fiſhing in ſeveral Reigns by 
Acts of Parliament, both in England 
and Scotland, (which I believe are ſtill 


ick force; they being neither limited to 


a Time nor repeal d.) I ſhall only men- 
tion when ſome of them were made, and 
refer thereto, vis. two Acts of Par- 
liament in England, in the Years 1650 
and 1660; alſo the Charters granted to 
the Royal-Fiſhery Company of Eng- 
land in 1661-2, and 1678. Seyeral 
Acts of Parliament in Scotland, Anno 
1661, 1693, and 1698. An Act in 
1727, applying the Equiyalent Mo- 
ney and Surplus of the Malt-Tax in 
Scotland, for improving the Manu- 
factories and Fiſhing in North. Britain: 
in the Execution of which, His Majeſty 
and Truſtees have been at great pains 
to make it anſwer the Intention. All 
which, with ſeveral others, ſhew the 

Wiſdom 
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Y K ; the Government, and its Inclinat ion 


to animate People to fo great a Good, 


and is a ground of hope, that we may 
M | obtain what ſhall appear further neceſ- 
1 ſary for eſtabliſhing ſo valuable a Com- 
; merce : ſo that if we are not wanting 
1 to our ſelves, we may, (tho' ſo long 
; 1 Pele yet enjoy thoſe Benefits, 


which Nature has peculiarly beſtowed 
upon this Iſland. 


of a State, in a manner adapted to ery. 


ges, builds his whole Reaſoning upon 


: 'Y hat juſt Maxim; That the Wealth and 


Greatneſs of a Nation conſiſts in Num- 
3 "mn of People, well and properly im- 
Ploy'd. This certainly, with good Go-_ 
Fernment, is what will render a State 
F 4 appy in itſelf, and enable it to main- 
| its Dignity and Influence amongſt 
s Sts Neighbours. Whatever therefore 
C Fan greatly contribute to encreaſe the 
| C 2 Num- 


© Xenophon, one of the greateſt Ma dias Abou 
pf Antiquity, and the only antient Au- 


1 thor, who has wrote of the true Intereſt —_— 


rages ariſing 
from the E- 


Number of our People, and uſefully em- 3 
ploy them; deſerve a particular Ri- 
| gard, and ought to receive all poſſible 
Encouragement. Nothing can ſo much, 
nor ſo adyantageouſly imploy our Poor, bo. 
and increaſe our People, as the Herring- | 3 
Fiſh ery. For, beſides the People, im- 1 
ploy'd on board every Herring-Buſss 
(which are fifteen, for one of fifty Laſts ! 1 
Burthen,) che building of Buſſes, e- 1 
quipping them with all Neceſſaries for 
the Fiſhing, and repairing of them every 
Seaſon, does require Variety of Trades 
and Artificers ; ſuch as Semen 1 
Rope and Sail- makers, Smiths, Gee, q 1 
Twinc-Spinners, Net-makers, Basket- 
makers, and ſeveral more; and other $ A 
Ships, together with ſome of theſe 
Buſſes, will be imploy'd in the Expor- Þ q 1 
tation of Fiſh, and importing of Plank, 4 3 
Iron, Tarr, Hemp, Flax, Barrel- apa B 7 
and Salt, which are all neceſſary for?: 
this Buſineſs ; beſides, cloathing and 
maintaining of theſe People, will 0 


Bread to many more. 
— 40 | Should J 
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Should there be a want of skilful 
hands in any part of the needſul Ma- 
nufactures; reaſonable Encouragement 
would bring them to us from Germany, 
and even from Holland as Queen 
Elizabeth brought the Walloons and 
Burgundian Refugees,which have made 
Norwich, Canterbury, and Colcheſter, 
&c. ſorich and proſperous. It's Trade 
that begets Trade, as Fire begets Fire; 


and the more that Trade encreaſeth, 
the more W 111 induſtrious People from 


all Parts flock to us 3 they will te- 

nant our Houſes, encloſe our Waſtes, 
improve our Lands, increaſe our Ma- 
nufactures, enlarge our products; the 
Conſequences ol which, are well enough 
known. The Dutch being already 
ſettled in the Fiſhing, is no inſuperable 
Difficulty; for Trade, like the Sea, 
often ebbs and flows. Genoa is no 
more the grand Market for Silk Ma- 
pufaQures ; we don't now import Silk+ 
Stockings from the Mediterranean and 
Levant; The Durch and Engliſb have 
got 


1 
got the better of the Portugueſe i in the 
Eaft- Indies ; Amſterdam has got the 

better of Antwerp; and we have the 
Advantage of the Flemings as to our 
1 Woollen Manufactures, tho' we uſed 
©. to be fery'd from them. The Dutch, 
by their political Management, got the 
better of the Hamburgers and Breme- 
ners, who attempted the Herring-Fiſh- 
ing; and Britain may get the better of 
them, or any other Nation, by its ad- . 
 rantageous Situation; eſpecially if it 3 
| de countenanced by the Government. 1 
| But a great deal of Induſtry has been 9 
ad by Hollanders, and even by our 1 
1 own Countrymen upon ſeveral political 1 
* Occaſions, to fruſtrate our Proceeding in 
ö that beneficial Trade, which, join'd to 
an unaccountable Fatality, has poiſon'd 
Engliſh-men, with an Opinion, that none 
dat the Dutch can ſucceed in the Fiſh- 
= ing: Notwithſtanding which, upon an 
i impartial Enquiry, and due Examina- 
tion of the matter, the contrary will 
evidently appear. But I ſhall firſt men- 
tion 


* 
8 9 
18 
x % 
2 
* 
2 
N 
5. 

i 
BO 
et IP 
7 
oh : $ 
2 5 
BY.» 
"P 


(15) 

tion ſome national and conſequential Ad- 
vantages from the encouraging and eſta· 
bliſhing of this Trade; as it will after- 
= wards appear, that North- Britain, and 
the many Iſlands there, are the Places 
= where Herrings and Codd moſtly a- 
bound, and are in greateſt Perfec- 
tion : Theſe Places, particularly many 
of the Iſlands, which are very well 
peopled, who are robuſt and hardy by 
reaſon of the Climate; but they having 
little Intercourſe wich the Main of Bri- 
train, and few Strangers coming amongſt 
FF them, they are almoſt withont : any Im- 
Y ployment or Buſineſs, and ignorant of 
any Improvement; they have Bread 
brought them from the more Southern 
VB | Parts of & cotland ; tho they have large 
3» | Tracts of Lands very capable for grow- 
ing of Corn, and produce at preſent 
only Graſs for their Cattle, which Na- 
ture ſends forth without any Labour or 
Induſtry. But if this Buſineſs of the 
Fiſhing was eftabliſh'd amongſt them, 
it would ciyilize and teach them ſeveral 


uſeful 


* 
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uſeful Employments; it would improye 
the North of Ireland, from whence they 
Have been going to America and Spain, 
which in time, and if continued, may 


be of bad conſequences to theſe King- 


doms: It would train up a Nurſery of 4 


good and able Seamen; who would be 


capable to ſerve the Government on any 1 
Emergency. As the Royal Navy of 


Britain is its greateſt Glory and Secu- 


rity, any thing that wonld fo adyan- 
tageouſly encreaſe Mariners, without 
which our Ships are of no conſequence ; 
and upon which our Libertics, as well 
as Trade depends ; is ſufficient to en- 
gage the joint Endeavours of King and 


People to procure ſo great a Benefit. 
It is well known, when a Fleet is re- 
quir'd to be fitted out, what Difficulty i 
there is to man the ſame ; and even by 
preſſing Sailors from the Merchant-Ships, 
which ſeems to be contrary to the Nature 9 
and Conſtitution of this Country, beſides 
Trade-: 

here- J 


the great Hardſhip it is upon 
| 


47] 


4s 4 |crefore a Remedy, or any thing to facili- 
ER ' ate this, muſt be agreeable to every Well- 
=7 4 Fiſher of his King and Country. And 
__ . 4 urther, this would not only maintain ſo 
1 I any thouſands of People, and breed 


F em for the Service of the Country; 
ut the Produce of their Labour and In- 
iy this way, would return to us all 
val Stores from the Baltique, and ſe- 
f ral Commodities from other Places; 
I 1 . which we muſt now ſend Money: 
3 Wd beſide which, we might have a 
gallance in our favour. In ſhort, the 
3 Fnole annual Amount, which might be 
4 Wery conſiderable, would be added to 
3 3 he Riches of the Kingdom, and flows 
3 f rom the Seas thereof. Beſide the above- 
| 4 Wcntioned Advantages, there are many 
3 f bore that might be offered and proy'd, 
| put theſe may ſuffice at preſent. 
FT 1 muſt take the liberty here to ac- An Account 
ips, 1 4 uaint my Reader, that what I advance of the Places 


22 and Times 
ure | 1 A on this Subject, is grounded on Expe. when and 

= where Her- 
des © 2 rience, having devoted my ſelf to i Itrings-are 


| for ſome Years; and having been con- <?v8ht. after 


what man- 


re- I | D | | cern d ner, and by | 
| = 1 whom. 


Ved 
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( 
cern'd in the Fiſhing with Buſſes and 
Boats for that purpoſe. I had the Cu- 
rioſity to go to Shetlandtoſce the Dutch 
Fleet, which appear d like ſo many buſy 
Bees, ſucking the Honey from our Coaſts. 
I enquired-into their method of proſe- 
cuting this Trade; and afterwards 1 
went to Hamburgh and Holland for 
further Information : I have ſpared nei- 


ther Trouble nor Charges to acquire 


Knowledge in this moſt improyable and 
moſt neglected Branch of Trade. 

The firſt and beſt Herrings are caught 
on the Coaſt of Shetland ; it's there that 
the Hollanders make their Rendezvous, 
and all of them ſhoot their Nets on St. 
John's Eve or Midſummer, N. S. and 
that, for the moſt part, very near the 
Shore. Next day the Jagers or Ten- 
ders go through the Fleet, and take 


from the Buſſes what they have caught, 


with which they proceed for Holland, 
where the firſt of them ſold this Year 
for 158 fl. or about 15 J. 9 s. Sterling 


per Barrel; and ſometimes they give a- 
bove ll 
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1 (19) 
| bove 300 fl. or 30 J. for the Barrel. The 
l 2 Fleet conſiſted of three Buſſes 
from Leith, and one from London; the 
vaſt Diſproportion was a very N 
1 0 able Sight, and much to be regretted. 
1 1 continue fiſhing about the Her- 
and Hands, and Faire-1/le for ſome 
3 time; then they come Sourhward along 
1 1 the Coaſt of Scotland; and ſometimes 
1 they follow the Shoals of Herrings into 
3 che Murray-Firth, and are off Peter- 
head or Buchaneſs about the beginning 
A Z f Auguſt. They continue coaſting and 
SSſhing all along the Scoriſh Shore till 
1 whe beginning of . Seprember 3 and for 
9 he moſt part, when the Weather per- 
I mits them, they do it within ſight of 
Land. A conſiderable Squadron of the 
B 2 utch Fleet repairs to Jarmouth Banks, 
here they fiſhin Sepremb. and October, 
hen the Herrings are not ſo good, and 
are more proper for ſmoaking than pick- 
4 $ ing; they are not worth following any 
Further, This is the Rout which the 
Ds. Hollan= 


or 
Fe 3 


—— 


| Scots * 


Hollander have ſteer d for any I 
Years. 1 
In the two Firths of Murray and 4 
Forth, which are Arms of the Sea ; 
the Scorch fiſh for Herrings with open be 
Boats in the Months of Auguſe and L 
September. 1 have known i in one Seaq- 
fon, above 60,000 Barrels of pickled | x 
Herrings exported from thoſe two Firths, 
beſide what has been conſumed in the 6 | 

Country; ; yet this Fiſhing fails very | 
often; tho' it's thought that the Her- q 
rings the annually into thoſe Firths: | Y 
but ſuch is the unaccountable Indolence | 
of the Fiſhermen, and for want of En? 
couragement to induce Undertakers o 4 
animate them, they will not be at the 4 

Charge and Trouble to go a little way 1 
off from their Doors in order to ſear 4 
for them. But another reaſon, __ 1s 8 
what the Fiſhermen give for their 4 7 
often failing, is, the Hollanders com I 
ing off and into the Mouths of thoſe 4 
Firths with ſuch numerous Fleets of WV 
— 5 they not only hih up the Her. 
rings 1 
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rings, hut break the Shoals, and hinder 
their coming into thoſe Finths in great 


Quantities, 


In order to ſhew the "Aba of Advantage 


of our Site 


our Situation, gs well as the Title and ation. 


Property which we have 1n this Fiſhing 
T have prefixed a Cart of the Coaſts 
and Fiſhipg-Graunds ; ; by which it ap- 
pears, that theſe ſmall Fiſhes croud 
upon our Shores in innumerable Wan- 
tities; and are caught by Foreigners 


who come a great way for them. But 
altho the Dutch ſhould ſtill be allowed 


© t intrude _ upon. our Property in this 


Fiſhing ;. yet if it were eſtabliſhed a- 
mongſt us, and Encouragement granted 
for ſome time to animate Feople theręto, 
as at the beginning it will require ſome 
extraordinary Expences; but with ſui- 
table Encouragement, together with 
the Advantage of our Situation, we 


may very ſoon have a Fleet of Buſſes, 


and underſel the Dutch at any foreign 
Market, and always may be there be- 


By oP. : hay we could ſerye them- 
ſelyes 


3 


ſelves cheaper din they can fiſh them; 
For, tho' they at preſent have the Ad- 
vantage of us in building and fitting out, 
all our Materials and Neceſſaries being 
- high taxed ; yet it's hoped that that 
will be removed, or an Equivalent 
granted for it. Our Mens Wages and 
Proviſions are much cheaper than in 
Holland: They, the Dutch, muſt come 
about ſix hundred Miles to the Fiſhing- 
Grounds ; they muſt have a number of 
Fagers, each of which gets 600 fl. for i 
attending the Buſſes three Weeks after 
St. John's Day, whether they get any 
Herrings or no. They muſt go home 
to repack and dreſs their Hetrings, be- 
fore they can be fent to any foreign 
Market ; they muft likewiſe go home, 
if they loſe any Quantity of their Nets, 
or any other Misfortune befall them; MM 
and when they are ſo fortunate as to get 1 
their Salt conſumed, and their Barrels 
filled with Herrings before the Seaſon 
is over, they muſt 8⁰ home with them, 
An come out again with new Stores. 


What 


* 7 3 

1 

2 

_ g 
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What a great diſtance this is, which 
2X loſes much time, and is very expenſive? 

© whereas weſhould always be near home, 
and at our doors. In Shetland are ma- 
ny good Harbours, where we might 
have Store-houſes, with all manner of 
© Neceſlarics, where we could unload, 
CE | repack, and ſhip off any Herrings which 
the Buſſes may have caught, immedi- 
ately to the foreign Market, without the 
Buſſes loſing any time, or being at any 
| extraordinary Charge. Buchaneſs or 
RE Peterhead, is alſo a very proper Place 
"IT for Store-houſes and N eceſſaries, being 
very centrical for the Fiſhing. There 
2 is likewiſe a good Harbour, which is 
capable of great Improvement: How 
3 caſy would it be for our Buſſes to run in 
1 F there, unload their Herrings, mend their 
Nets, and immediately go out again to 
the Fiſhing, and the Herrings ſo landed 
YH to be exported by ſome other Veſſel ! 
1d muſt now proceed to give you ſome Fiſhing a- 


Account cf the Fiſhing in the Lewis? * 


and North-IWe 2ſt Iſlands of Scotland ; 2 * 


(24) 
dfo in ſome Lochs or Bays on the 
Main. The preſent Practice of Fiſhing 
in thoſe Parts is only with open Boats ; 
and they have loaded this Year above 
forty Sail of Ships with Herrings : and 
(if it be true what Mr. Martin ſays) in 
the Reign, of King Charles, four hun- 
dred Sail have been Ioaded from the 
Iſland of North-Viſt in a Seaſon. The 
firſt and carlieſt Herrings are caught in 
Loch-Fine near Glaſzow, in the Month 
of Fune; theſe Herrings are the ſame 4 
ſort, and equally good with the Dutch) 
Matkies or Maiden-Herrings, caught on 
the Coaſt of Shetland the middle of 3X 
June. Afterwards they are found in the 3 
Lochs of ſeveral Iſlands to the North. 

Eaſt, particularly in Mull, South and 
North Viſt, Sky, Harris, and the Leu- 
ic; alſo oppoſite to the latter on the 
Main in Loch Aſent, Brum, and Ren- 
net, &c. in the Months of September, 
October, and November. Some Shoals 
g0 likewiſe thorough the Triſh Chan- 


nel, and are ſometimes caught at Water- 
ford, 
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ord, 7 of Man, and Liverpool, Cc. 
cod and Ling very large are found 
bs in plenty about the Iſland of Barra, 
ud between that and Ireland; alſo in 
Webs Minch, between the Lewis and 
1 he Main, in the Months of February, 
I March, and April. Thus tho Provi- 
q 9 Hence has given Opportunity, and in- 
orites to Induſtry, which might enrich 
1 & Country, and make it powerful ; yet 
4 4 t is to be regretted, that this Bleſſing is 
much neglected, and carried on in 
ach a narrow way, that only a little 
3 taken up that comes almoſt to the 
T Pony; 

From what is above ſaid, . by fur 
Whcr Experience, it appears, that Her- 
rings and Cod-Fiſh come regularly eve- 
= Year from the great J/eſtern Ocean 
1 and ſomewhat Northerly ; they ſpread 
Fa great Space in the Seas, and as they 
come Southward and South-Eaſt, it 
ſeems that our Iſlands of Lewis and 
Hrn, c. divide the Shoals : for, as 


[it is before mentioned, they diſcover 
E them 
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(26) 1 
themſelves about Sbetlanu in the Mont 
of June, coming partly from the North ⁵ 
and Jeſt. Then again, another body 
of them come about by the back of the *M 
Lewis, and in at an opening of about 
too Miles between that and Jreland. 1 3 
This may be call d the Door that lets 
them in amongſt the Lands, and af- (i 
terwards into the Lochs, where they 
abide above fix Months. This being 
che Caſe, it would be expedient to 
have Storc-houfes and Neceſſarios in the 
Iflands of Barra and Sky, ec. and a 
certain number of the Buſſes mig ht be im- Y 
ploy'd in fiſhing Cod and Ling in the 
Months of February, March, and April, 
farther off Shore than Boats can go, or Y 
dut in the Sea, where they are larger 
and in greater Plenty; afterwards theſe 
Buſſes might take their. Nets and Ne- 
ceffaries tor fiſhing of Herrings at the 
back of the Lewis, and in the above-ä 
mention d Opening in May and une, 
where they are fo early; and being 
then confin'd to no great Space, there 


1 Pack 
1 3 2 moral certainty of being ſucceſsful, 
nd afterwards, when the Herrings 
s = into the Lochs and Bays, where 
f Phe Buſſes have not room to ride by 
Wir Nets, then Boats might be im- 
loyd to fiſh them there. It's very 
4 markable, and might be made advan- 
geous; that the different Seaſons for 
1 * wn at different Places, correfpond 
nd follow one another ſo well, that 
Buſſes, Boats and People may 
= profitably employ'd the whole Year 
7 und ; together with mending and 
Waking of Nets, and other Neceſſaries 
de Fiſhing. 

At preſent, the whole Charge FY a 
9 43 ſs of fifty Laſts Burthen, fitted out 
2 ] pith Nets eight hundred Fathom long, 
cd every thing belonging thereto, 
i coſt about a thouſand Pounds: 
Nanmd with fifteen Hands, Proviſions 
IF ght Pounds, Wages fifteen Pounds per 
onth. I defign'd to have given mi- 
I aer the Particulars of all the Coſts 
* Charges, with a Scheme of the neat 
E 2 Pro- 


Means for 
eſtabliſhing 


towards it, and communicate freely 
what Knowledge I _ acquired on 


encouraged, and the Advantages of ou 


the Fiſhezy. 


ſineſs is attended with great Charges. C - 


(28). 3 
Proceeds at an Average, but I think 4 
it not neceſſary at preſent; it will be 1 
time enough, if there ſhould be a Diſ- 
poſition to ſo laudable an Undertaking; 
I ſhould be ready to throw my Mite il 


os Saby . | 1 

I have endeavoured briefly to ev 7 
the Value and Regard had for this im 
portant Article and Foundation of Traf. 1 
fick: The many Royal Grants and Acm 
of Parliament formerly made for its En- 
couragement; the Benefits and Conſe.- 
quences from its being eſtabliſhed and 


Situation for the anne th ereof 9 


timents of what may cond uce to its be 4 
coming effectual. | | 3 

Either a Company, or private Soci- 
eties muſt be the Undertakers ; I ſhould 
incline to the latter: As Monopolics 


1 


are often hurtful, and Companies Bu- 


3 


| 


; 


be 
— ö 1 N 
r 
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and ſometimes neglected or miſmanag d, 


of which there are too many „ „ 
ples; whereas private Societies would 


excite Induſtry, and ereate Emulation. 
As for Encouragements; if the Govern- 


ment would renew thoſe former Grants 
and Exemptions from Duties and Ex- 


ciſes upon every thing relating to, and 
conſumed in the Fihing; this would 


not diminiſh the Revenue, but might 
; | 


Ty 
3 


encreaſe it; for all the Goods and Ma- 
terials, neceſſary for this Trade, would 
be ſo much additional to what is now 
imported or uſed: In like manner, the 
Conſumption of home things, which are 
exciſed, would be ſo much more than 
what is now conſumed ; beſides, I be- 


lieve there is very little Revenue col- 


lected from ſuch remote parts of the 
Country as ſome of thoſe Iſlands. - But 
as this 'Trade, if it was eſtabliſhed a- 
mongſt them, would (as before men- 


tion d) civilize and improve them and 
the Country, which would increaſe 


Money, and make it circulate into Pla- 
ces 


(30) 
ny god Hands, where at preſent there 
or very little : This might en- 
Geale the Revenue, by making much 
greater Corifumption of ſeveral other 
Commodities and Neceflaries of Life, 
which pay Cuſtom or Exciſe. If this 
ſhould be thought difficult or impro- | 
per, in its full extent; yet, 1 hope it 
will be allowed by every one, that 
the heavy Duty or Exciſe on home Salt, 
not only occaſions Frauds, and preju- 
dices the Country, by econfuming of 
foreign Salt, but it greatly diſcourages 
the Fiſhing. The Exciſe on a Buſhel 

of Salt, which is requiſite for curing a 
Barrel of Herrings, is more than the 
Price of a Bartel of freſh Herrings, 
which partly hinders the extending of 
ſo beneficial a Trade; wherefore it is 
very neceſſary, that this Burthen and 
Clog ſhould be taken off: And in lieu 
of the other Exemptions, if the Govern- 
ment thinks fit, may give ſuch a Bounty 
on the Tunnage of the Bufles for a cer- 
tain Term of Years, as was granted laſt 
=P | Seeſſion 


1 | ſhould go to Greenland. on the Whale 


(31 


geſſion of Parliament to the Ships chat 


Fiſhing; which would be nothing compa- 


nadie to the Returns, which the Goyern- 
ment and Country would receive from it. 
nut if this ſhould likewiſe be difapproy'd 
of 1 hall preſume to mention another, 
IE which would be an infallible means to 
me Eftabliſhment of fo deſirable a 
4 4 Trade; it is, That our Neighbours and 
HE Aticns ſhould not have the ſame Privi- 
leges with free-born Subjects of Bri- 
: z ain; that they ſhould not be allowed 


3 | to rob or ſteal away our Property, by 


coming every Year with large Fleets of 
| 2 Buſſes under Convoy, to our remoteſt 
IF Shores, and there to fiſh up the greateſt 
Treaſures within Sight of Land. Shet- 

und, and thoſe Northern Coaſts, tho 
= they be his Majeſty's Dominions, yet to 
many here are very obſcure, or alto- 

1 gether unknown: And yet theſe very 


1 Places might be render d the moſt be- 
4 veficial to Grrur- Britain of any part of 
h | Kingdoms. The Dutch have 

found 


(68329 
wound chem very valuable; and, to my 
great ſurprixe, When I was there, (as 
beſore mention d) T thought I was got 
into a Province of Holland, that it was 
either conquer d, or peaceably yielded 
to them: ſor all the Inhabitants ſpoke 
the Dutch Language 3 in eyery Harbour 
were Dutch Ships, and great Fleets 
hovering upon the Coaſts. But if thoſe 
Places ſhould remain, or rather become 
Britiſh, and this laſt Mean be approv'd il 
af; then there will be no Occaſion for 4 
Exemptions from Duties or Exciſcs: bur f 
on the contrary, they would be able to 
give large Supplies to the Government, 
which, with the other beneficial Con- 1 
ſequences, would bring in great Treaſure 
wm to both King and Country. 
WE Authorities, _ T. o ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of this 
| W fs — Propoſal, and that it has been formerly 
e infited upon, 1 muſt funher beg leave 
| 1 We oathe to; mention ſome Authoritics for it. 
| Shores, Anno 1609, in the Seventh Year of 
King James, a Proclamation was pub- 
Id of high Im nPortance, 2 
| a 


PETE 


ll Perſons, i what Nation or Quality 
| 1 vever, not being natural · born Subjects, 
ST rom fiſhing upon any of the Coaſts and 
A Peas of G reat- Britain and I reland; and 


eat | ELSnN,. . 1 1636. —— i 
| 6 ied. ab 1 55 Proclamation to 
e fame. pur) 0 6 .. By . which Ads, 
Wc: two Kings Kept-up the continual 
Elim of. the Crown to a fole F Uhery 
4 b the Britiſh . 

Sit Philip Meadows obſerves That 


q Wure, whereby to aſcertain. the preciſ e 
? 1 n of that peculiar marine 
* Territory, Which belongs to every 
| Prince in Right of his Land; yet by 
FT rcaty and Agreement, they may be 
=" reduced to Certainty. For as to 
the Judgment and Opinion of private 
FB we cannot. fetch from thenee 


* 


8 8 1 . 


Pe Illes adjacent, without firſt. obtain- | 
Pg Licences Hen the Figs 0 orghis. Com- | 


there be no certain Standard in Na- 


1 
«* „* : any 


any true Meaſure ; for tho' they all a. 
gree unanimouſly, that there is ſome- 4 
thing due of Right, yet they vary in 1 
the Quantum. Baldus reckons one hun- 1 
dred Miles as the Diſtrict of the adja- 3 
cent Land. Bodin affirms it for a re- 
ceived Law amongſt Nations, That the 
Prince, whoſe Country abuts upon the 7 
Sea, ſhould have ſixty Miles Juriſdiction I 

3 


from the Shore; and that it was ſo ad. 
judged in the Caſe of the Duke of Sa. L 
| voy. Another Doctor will tell us, that 2 
ſo much of the Sea appertains to the 4 
Land, as far as a Man can ſee from 
Shore in a fair Day. Without fome ſuch 2 
Limitations, the Dutch may grow as ex- I 
travagantly licentious as they formerly | 
were, to dredge for Oyſters upon the 
Coaſts of Eſſex, within the Fiſheries 1 
of private Perſons. Why may they not I 
fiſh within the mouth of the Thames? | 
or within our Creeks, Havens, and wy I 
vers, as far as Salt Water flows? or 

the firſt Bridge, if they will _ . 
op there? 
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| Welwood ſays, it was antiently cove- 
1 red betwixt the Crown of Scotland 
F End the Netherlands, That they ſhould 
Wot fiſh within fourſcore Miles of the 
Y cotiſp Shores. In his Treatiſe, De Do- 
J ini Maris, Are theſe Words: — Non 
Poſſum præterire, quod ante ſæculum hoc 
Wo/? cruentiſimam ex occaſionibus Ma- 
itimis diſcordiam inter Scotos Bata- 
9/9; res in hunc modum compoſita fuit, 
BH | . Bat avi in poſterum abſtinerent ab 
pris Scoticis ad octuaginta faltem mil- 
Wor. 


6 ommiſſioners were appointed and au- 
9 Y thoriſed under the Great Seals of E ng- 
and and Scotland, to treat and con- 
Elude an Union betwixt the w King- 
1 doms. And in the Aiticles, for regu- 
lating Trade between them, it was a- 
nmongſt other things mutually agreed, 
hat the Fiſhing within the Firths and 
Bays of Scotland, and in the Seas with- 
in fourteen Miles diſtance from the 
7 Coaſts of that Realm, where neither 
| 1 E e 


In the Second Year of King James I. rt 
Hiſt. of „co: 
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ciprocally, on the part of England 1 1 


together in the ſame common Bond of q 
Allegiance to one and the ſame Prince, I 


Reign, for a licenſed F iſhing, had not i 
ſuitable Compliance on the part of th: 2 
neighbouring Nations ; did, about nine a 
Vears after, by way of Expedient, pro- 
poſe a limited Fiſhing inſtead thereob 1 
as appears by a Letter from Secretary 
| aunton to the Lord C — E wil 


(36) | 
Engliſh nor other Strangers have uſed | 1 
to fiſh, ſhould be reſerved and appro. 4 
priated to Scorchmen only; and ſo re-. 


Scotchmen to abſtain from fiſhing with. L 
in the like diſtance of the Coaſt of E ng- L 
land. But if Engliſh and Scots, Who, 

tho the two Kingdoms were ſui eric 1 4 
and independent on one another, are tid 


be excluded from fiſhing within four: 
teen Miles from each other's Coaſts ; ho- 


2p 3 


much more reaſonable is it, that Alien 
and Foreigners ſhould be obliged wl 
keep the like, or a greater diſtance? 
King James I. finding that his Pro- 
clamation in the ſeventh Vear of hu 


Ant: 


( 37 ) 
Ambaſſador at the Ha Aue, bearing Date 
January 21.161 s, He acquaints him, 
how the King had, by him the ſaid Se- 
cretary, deſired of the Commiſſioners of 
the States, then reſiding at London, that 
they would write to their Maſters, to 
pablilh a a Placart, prohibiting, any their 
.Subjeas, to fiſh within fourteen, Miles 
of his Majeſty s Coaſts that Year, or 
any time after, until Order be taken by 
Commiſſioners authoriſed on both ſides, 
for a final ſettling of the main Buſineſs. 
And the ſaid Ambaſſador was com- 
manded to make the like Inſtance and 


Declaration to the States General i in the 
name of his Maſters. 


I dere are flill many Reaſons and 
weighty Arguments for cſtabliſhing this 
Fiſhery ; but I am hopeful, and doubt 
not, that what has. been already ad- 
vanced, may ſuffice to ſtir up our true 
Patriots and every Britiſh Subject to a 
due Conſideration of the Importance of 
encouraging and undertaking this be- 
neficial Branch of Trade ; the Uſeful- 
| neſs 


(638) 
neſs of which, does evidently appear; 
as it will ns 1 y contribute to imploying 
the Poor, an 
does not imploy : As it will be an 
cfſcQual Nurſery for Seamen, and help 
to provide our Navy without preſſing, 
which is ſo inconſiftent with the Li- 
berties of a Free People, and prejudi- 
cial to Trade, as well as very difficult 
and tit ubleſome to the Government. As 
it may help the Manufacturers to live 
cheap, which will enable them to ſell 


cheap, and will be the only efſectual 


means to preſerve thoſe Branches of 
Manufacture which we ſtill poſſeſs, or 
recover what we in ſome meafure have 


loſt: As it will prevent Money from go- 
ing abroad for naval Stores, and many 


other Commodities ; and may make us a 
Store-houſe, and Carriers of moſt Mer- 
- Chandiſe, by letting out many of our 

| Ships on Freight, and gain annually a 
conſiderable Addition to the Wealth 


_ of the Nation from entire new Springs, 
befides an Adyantage to the Adven- 


turers: 


* 


cheaply feeding thoſe it 1 
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A turers : : "All which are el indute: 
ments to recommend it to the ſerious 
Conſideration of the Goyernment, and 
every Well-wiſher of his Country. 
Since the writing the above, I haye 
deen a Treatife, intitled, The Intereſt of 
3 North-Britain r d, with regard to 
ns Policy, Agriculture, Trade, Manu- 
| faftures, and Fiſheries. 'The Author 
has very good Notions of the Subject of 
== the latter in general, and appears ſol- 
WS licitous for its Improvement; but he is 
2 wrong, inform'd of ſeyeral Particulars, 
which may ſoon be reQtified, if neceſſary, 
and the Undertaking go forward. 
I have only further to obſerve at pre- 
ſent, that the Sum appropriated for encou- 
raging this Branch of Trade in North- 
Britain, (if 1 am rightly informed) is 
only about 1300 J. per Annum, which 
can never eſtabliſh nor extend it to any 
great length; and from which ſeveral 
Charges are to be deducted; beſide, the 
ſaid Author does propoſe 70 lay part of 
it out, in purchaſing ſome Taxes laid 
on 


4 (49 
on the Boat-Fiſhing,” which tho' very 
neceſſary, yet that, together wich other 
Expences, Sill tedüce the Fund for en- 
cou raging the Buſs-Fiſhing in the North 
N to a very narrow Compaſs. And 
tho the Premium already allowed on 
ſuch Buſſes of fifty Laſts Burthen as 
"made A Trial, has been an hundred 
Pounds per Annum ; yet it has not been 
5 ſufficient to defray. the extraordinary 
Charges. which attend any new Undet- 
at the beginning. This has been 
1 by ſome Gentlemen, moſt 
of whom are Members of Parliament, 
and who, out of a generous Diſpoſition 
to the Good of their Country, did fit 
out a Buſs from London, for an Expe- 
riment of the Herring-Fiſhing theſe four 
Years; and as I did thoſe from North- 
Britain, every Year we haye profited 
by our Experience, and reduced our 
Charges: yet as it is not reaſonable, 
that any particular Perſons ſhould bear 
all the Charges of a publick Good, and 
as it requires ſome time to come to Per- 
fection; 
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2 (4) 
Naion; 1 believe, that unleſs the Go- 
ernment and Patriots ſhew a Spirit to 
: | pport it, it will be abandon'd by every 
Wnc; wherefore it is neceſſary to have 
Wome further Encouragement for ſome 
me, till it be thoroughly eſtabliſhed, 
WS animate People to the proſecution 
ereof, and indemnify them from Loſſes: 
J vill afterwards ſupport it ſelf. And, 
2 uppoſing that this Undertaking ſhould 
Wot anſwer ExpeQation ; yet the ſmall 
b um of Money or Encouragement re- 
vuired for it, would be no loſs to the 
ation, as it remains in it; and the very 
WAttempt may be of great ſervice. But 
ere is no ground to imagine its failing, 
ad Poſterity will have reaſon gratefully „ 
"Mo remember the Patrons of it. 


T have, perhaps, for Brevity's ſake, 
been ſo ſhort on ſeveral Points; but 
Win caſe there ſhould be a diſpoſition to 
encourage the Undertaking, there will 
| be Opportunity of further Explanations. 
Mean time, I muſt obſerve, in relation 
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(42) "- 
to the Advantage which the Coumy I 


and Government would receive from the 


increaſe ' of Mariners, and the method 


bor regulating of them: It's ſuggeſted, 
that every Undertaker of the Herring 
and Cod-Fiſhing with Buſfes and Boats, 


who ſhall be entitled to receive the G- 3 
vernmental Encouragement ; he or they 
Hall be obliged to take four Charity 


Boys, above twelve Years of Age, as Api 


prentices for ſeven Years, on board each 2 
Buſs of fifty Laſts Burthen ; and other: 
Buſſes, whether larger or ſmaller, toi 


take Apprentices in proportion, ani 


Filhing-Boat. Likewiſe, they ſhall be x 
obliged to ſurniſh out of each ſuch 
Buſs five Men, and one Man from each 
Fiſhing-Boat, for the Service of the 1 
Navy, 85 any Emergency, when de · 

By this, good Numbers of Charity 
Boys would be provided for, and uſe· 
fully imploy'd ; at the ſame time, it 
would be a ſaving to the Adventurer 
85 The 


might be ſupply'd wit] = 
e wie Sailors without . — 
1 or doing any Prejudice to that 
Zo wy ; for it would not take away 
one third of their Cxe 

inder, with an equi 

pet and unexperienced Hands, Who 
lee ſoon learn the Trade, would 
be ſufficient for the Buſineſs. 
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